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My 18th Birthday
Turning 18 is a big milestone in my life, indicating that I am growing into an independent and
responsible adult.

On this special occasion, 1 will arrange a family feast. Rather than keep my parents busy in the
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kitchen, I prefer to prepare the dinner on my own. While everyone is at table, I will surprise my parents
with a beautifully-decorated family album, in which photos of me growing up in their company are
included.

My 18th birthday is meant for me to recall pleasant memories and also look ahead. 1 will take
advantage of what life has to offer in the future,
E_FY

This year, finally, I found a painless gift for Mama. 1 decided to write an article dedicated to her.
April saw me organize ideas, select touching moments, polish the language, and post the final version to
the publisher. Finally, my effort paid off. Nothing was more rewarding than finding my passage,
unrhymed but from the heart, published in mom’s favorite magazine, exactly in the May issue. Not until
the second Sunday of May did I rush to her apartment, knocking at her door with trembling hands.

Mama answered the door, greeted with my “Happy Mother’s Day!” Under her beaming eyes, I
unfolded the magazine, thrusting my article into her hands before swaggering inside. “This didn’t cost a
buck!” I declared. Amazed and curious, she went through the page, tasting my gratitude for her generous
care. Tears welled up in our eyes as she read in a low voice that there’s nothing Papa or I could ever buy,
find, or make her that would be half good enough anyway. Affectionately, she hugged me tight,

murmuring, “Thank you, honey, for the best gift that I've received. ”
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Text 1

M: Darling, I don’t have a mask to wear to work today. Do you have some left?

W. Sorry, I'm afraid we have run out of them.

M. Then I guess I have to go to a drug store first.

Text 2

W. Wow, you’ve got a new cellphone, Jim?

M: Yes. I bought it yesterday.

W It looks great. It must have cost you an arm and a leg.

M: Not really. It was priced at 400 dollars, but I got a big discount and bought it at half price.

Text 3

M. Hi, Lisa, have a walk? It seems that you've adapted to the new neighborhood here.

W: Yeah, I love this community and people here are friendly. By the way, I cooked pizza this morning.
Would you like to come over to try some?

M. Why not?

Text 4

M. What about buying this book for Karen?

W. Well, it does tell a very interesting story. But Karen is just five years old now. I'm sure she prefers a
book with a lot of pictures.

Text §

M: Excuse me, Madam! I can’t find my baggage at the Baggage Center. Here is my claim tag.

W So your flight is UA 003 for Los Angeles?

M. Yes. It's a large leather suitcase.

W . Please wait a moment. Let me check it for you.

Text 6

Susan, you look a bit tired. Have you been busy with exams these days?

==

Well, 1 just stayed up last night. You know the speech contest will be held tomorrow. 1 watched
videos to practice my spoken English.

Relax. You don’t need to worry about it at all. I'm sure you’ll do well in it.

Thanks.

So when will the contest begin tomorrow?

1t’ll begin at 3:30 pm. Will you come? 1 remember you were a judge last time.

SESEE

Yes, but not this time. I'll just come to watch your performance and give you some support.
Text 7
. Do I look fashionable in this red dress?

: Err, you may look fashionable, but I don’t think the dress is suitable for the party tonight.

z =

: Why? I thought it was Jack and Nancy’s wedding party.

==

No, it’s just the engagement party. The invitation says the dress code should be casual. They may
prefer a more relaxing atmosphere.

: How about the blue dress you bought for my birthday? It is also a popular style.

That’s too formal as well.

: Then how about a T-shirt and jeans?

SERE

No, that’s too casual for an engagement party.
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W: You are right. What are you going to wear?

M. A simple suit, no bow tie. You can wear your black evening dress. It won’t be too casual but formal
enough.

W. That’s a good idea.

Text 8

Mary, do you know any websites for little kids?

Yes. If your kid wants to have some fun, I'd recommend the Highlights for Kids.

Why?

There are matching games, art activities, animated stories and science experiments, They're just a few

FEREE

ways kids can learn while having fun on this website.

Do you know any educational websites?

=

Yes. You can try Scholastic. This site contains various activities based on grades. Pre-K learners to
seniors in high school can find learning activities designed for them,

So have you used both of these sites?

==

: Certainly. I love using them with my son. And I also recommended them to the parents of my
students,

M: Do they love them?

W. Absolutely. The parents said they really helped their children learn a lot in a fun way.

M. OK, TI'll give them a try tonight.

Text 9

M. Customer Service. Andy Grant speaking. How may I help you?

W I can’t believe this is happening. I called and ordered a 32 inch bag last Friday. But today I found that
you sent a 24 inch one. 1 was planning to use that bag during our vacation in Mexico, but it does not
seem possible any more because we will take off on Saturday. It’s only two days away. What am I
supposed to do?

: I'm really sorry, Madam. TI'll check right away. Would you please tell me your order number?

. It’s CE2938,

: Just a minute. I do apologize, Madam. There did seem to be a mistake. I'll have the correct size bag

< =2

sent to you by overnight mail right away. It will arrive in time for your Saturday trip. Again I

apologize for any inconvenience caused by our mistake. I promise it won’t happen again.
W. OK. Well. Thank you.

Text 10

Good morning, everyone. This is Nancy Green with What to Do Today on the air. It’s quite a warm
and sunny Saturday. Now, if you've got nothing special to do today, why not go the East Mountain in the
city and get digging? That’s the message from Red Star Middle school. It is organizing a tree-planting
activity on the East Mountain.

Red Star School is a member of the organization “Helping Blind Children”. It is raising money for
poor blind children in the country by planting trees. A famous company agrees to give ¥ 30 for each tree to
be planted in the city. Red Star Middle School is planning to plant 1,500 trees this weekend. Students and
their parents are hoping to plant a half today. They are looking for volunteers to come along and help.
Thick gloves will be provided to protect your hands. There're also hats provided. And please do bring
basic tools with you to dig holes and water trees. Everyone is welcome to come along from 10 am to 4 pm
this weekend. So it could be really a nice day out for all the families.

This is What to Do Today. Thank you for listening.
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